
 

 

What is Work Experiance? 

Back again with another career update and discussion on a topic that often comes up when we start making 

applications for ‘Work Experience'. 

Work experience has changed massively as technology and the labour market has developed; this is especially true due to the 

current pandemic.  

Work experience is defined as ‘A period of temporary employment undertaken by a student’ but this does not capture what   

employers are actually looking for when they ask about work experience.  

When employers ask about work experience, they are actually looking to see if a person has examples of experiences in a work    

environment and examples of work-based skills.  If you have had a part-time job, actively volunteered or taken part in an activity 

where you have practiced skills and gained experience in a work like environment, this can be classed as justified work             

experience; however, you need to be able to present so that they highlight the lessons you have learnt.  

As you know school normally run ACE days and when possible, we ask employers, employees and others to share their             

experience or to do tasks and activities that some companies or employees would face. Even though these are not classic work    

experience they can be really important and useful points to discuss in applications if you have not undertaken work experience 

as described above. 

For our Y11 it is important to note that when you apply, you may have limited examples of work experience which is normal. In 

this case it is important to link the subjects that you undertake or the extra-curricular activities you have undertaken to the work 

experience role that you are applying for or to specific skills that an employer, apprenticeship or college/sixth form is looking for. 

I will be talking about amount how different skills and writing CV in later articles. 

If you have any questions, please contact school or email Edward.Cramphorn@sheffieldsprings.org  

Dear Parent/ Carer  
  
Welcome to our weekly newsletter.  
  
The amount of content seems to get bigger each week. The reason for this is the amount of fantastic work being  completed by 
our students. As you read this week’s edition, I am sure, like me you will be mightily impressed.  Lockdown has brought many 
challenges, but it has not stopped our students working hard and producing excellent pieces of work. This is impressive and will 
support them on their return to school. I would like to take this opportunity to thank students for working hard and thank their 
parents and teachers for providing the learning and structure that enables them to succeed. It really is impressive!  
  
In addition, I would like to remind you about our remote extra-curricular provision. There are a variety of fun activities that     
students can participate in during the week after school. The feedback we have received is that students have really valued these 
opportunities and it supports our drive in developing an education with character.  
  
As you will be aware, we break up for half term on Friday 12th February. During half term school will be closed for all students. On 
Monday 22nd February school will open for those students who have been attending during lockdown and live lessons will      
resume for all other students.  
  
This term has been tough. Lockdown has brought many challenges but as a school community we have achieved some great 
things. I am proud of how we have come together and put our students first in everything we have done. Hopefully we will hear 
some news soon regarding when schools return. As soon as we do, I can assure you that we will contact you as soon as possible 
with our plans.  
 
I will be holding a online Town Hall meeting for parents on Wednesday 10th February at 6pm, you can access the link via our 
website at https://www.sheffieldsprings-academy.org/students/home-learning the meeting will allow you to ask any questions 
you have about learning from home. 
 
I hope you have a restful half term and stay safe.  
  
Thank you as ever for your support.  
  
Mr Shipman  

https://www.sheffieldsprings-academy.org/students/home-learning


 

 

 

Music 

Updates:  
Y7, 8 and 9 - Please make sure you have downloaded a virtual keyboard for your live lessons with Mr Walker: 
 
App store – The Piano Keyboard 
Google play - Perfect Piano 
Laptop/Chromebook/ Computer browser - https://www.musicca.com/piano 
 
Clubs: Open to all! 
Tuesday - Keyboard Club – a new piece to learn every week. No keyboard? No problem!  
Download a virtual keyboard or keep your eye out for a 2nd hand bargain on eBay/ Facebook 
marketplace.  
 
Wednesday – Show up (and sing!) – Join Miss Durham for a virtual choir rehearsal every week 3:30-4:15. We are 
working on our #shantytok this half term for our next virtual concert. 
 
Thursday – Banging Beats – Can you beat Mr Walker’s amazing rhythm skills? Join the team to complete the 
weekly rhythm challenges.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PE 
• Join club ‘E in PE’ – Team PE will be setting weekly challenges for those that attend. Currently we have an          

under-arm and over-arm challenge that is aimed to develop these basic but imperative skills and            

techniques.  

• Y10 and 11 Core PE – you have 3 options, however ALL students must click on the live lesson link to receive an attend-

ance mark. 

 Option 1: Mr Law and Newtons Circuit Session – Live Lesson link 

 Option 2: NETFLEX – virtual workout resources 

 Option 3: 3-week Personal Training Programme (this will increase if/when lockdown increases).  

Music—Shout Outs 

• Y7 – Leo B and Taneisha N for their efforts in live lessons.  

• Y8 – Reece S and Jameel K for their positive attitude and excellent answers in lessons. 

• Y9 – Jamie C and Elisha A  for their effort in live lessons and returning their work so 
quickly. 

• Y10 –Caitlen W, Emma-Andrea N and Tiffanny TP for their efforts in their lessons this 
week, excellent answers and participation. 

• Y11 - Lewis O and Ruby G for their continued effort and participation this week in 
online learning. 

https://www.musicca.com/piano


 

 

Science  

A reminder that you are challenged to take part in the extra-curricular activity at home and upload your pictures to 

the science ECA page.  Please check out the video of the practical Making a Lava Lamp on the ECA teams page.  

Look out for your wonderful work in next week’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE SENECA STARS 

These students have the highest recent learning time on the science homework platform SENECA. Well done!!! 

 

English  

Year 9 English Superstars! 

• Esther G - consistently working above and beyond what is asked in lessons. Esther created additional work and         
resources to help her understanding while studying Of Mice and Men. Amazing work ethic, Esther.  

• Ruqayah Mashadani - always striving to improve in English lessons. Ruqayah asks lots of thoughtful questions to further 
develop her understanding. Continue to be inquisitive, Ruqayah, it will get you far! Well done.   

• The following students have submitted exceptional work surrounding their study of the novella, Of Mice and Men: 

 Lucy W 

 Lacey D 

 Gisele K 

 Ruqayah M  

 Esther G 

 Amber H 

 

Y7 

• Lillie B 
• Shahad B 
• Henry S 

Y8 

• Syed M 
• Elisha A 
• Anita B 
•  

Y10 

• Jessica  A 
• Katie G 
• Laila A 

Y11 

• Nardos K 
• Kiarna R 
• Abraham A 

Y9 

• Lacey-May D 
• Danielle S 
• Saron T 



 

 

Maths  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child has any problems logging in or any issues with their online homework, please ensure they contact 

their teacher on MS teams or if you have any queries please see https://www.sheffieldsprings-academy.org/

parents/maths-homework 

 

English 

Year 7, 8 and 9 students should complete at least two Bedrock Vocabulary lessons per week. Students can log-in 
through this web address: https://app.bedrocklearning.org/  
 
Guardians can also see what progress students are marking by logging in using their access code, available from         
students’ English teachers.  
  
Make sure you check out the newsletter next week for the first Bedrock leader board! Will your name be on 
it?  

Hegarty Maths 

Top 3 learners in each year group! 

Student Year Group 

Laia LFC 8 

Rylan D 8 

Joshua W 8 

Kyle M 9 

Horthugues M 9 

Jamie C 9 

Harvey F 10 

Jessica A 10 

Helen A 10 

Kieron C 11 

Narcio M 11 

Manzal A 11 

Hegarty Maths 

Top 5 learners who have completed the 

most hours this term!  

Student Year Group Total Hours 

of Learning 

Manzal A 11 64.2 

Callum H 11 21.7 

Joshua W 8 13 

Rylan D 8 6.4 

Jamie C 9 6 

SPARX 

Top 5 learners this week!  

Student Year Group Total  XP 

(Last 7 days) 

Dylan B 7 3390 

Chloe S 7 1834 

Ellie H 7 1380 

Tyresha S 7 1349 

Lillie B 7 1285 

https://www.sheffieldsprings-academy.org/parents/maths-homework
https://www.sheffieldsprings-academy.org/parents/maths-homework
https://app.bedrocklearning.org/


 

 

History & RE 

KS 3 - Year 7 
HT3 - Anglo Saxons and Noman England 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zshtyrd 

KS 3 – Year 8 
HT3 – Tudors and Stuarts 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zynp34j 

KS 3 – Year 9 
HT3 – World War 2 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk94jxs 

KS 4 – Y10/11 
HT 3 – SENECA – Superpower Relations and the Cold War 
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/4cb62f70-25d5-11e8-997c-45e9415ece8c/section/8a08bb90-
25d5-11e8-997c-45e9415ece8c/session 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
KS 3 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt 

Shout outs 

• Y7 -  For great Q&A contributions and constant engagement in lessons, Leo B, Jacob R, Kieran W, Taniesha N, 

Harrison M, Finlay M, Safa A, Ruth D and Emmanuel A. 

• Y8 - Libby B - Asking questions others are not confident enough to ask in History. Ella P - brilliant answers 
shared in RE with the class and getting to grips with using OneNote. Aishah S - brilliant answers shared in RE 
with the class and getting the grips with using OneNote. 

• Y9 – For Outstanding contributions on Q&A—Omer O, Jamie C, Estelle U, Gisele K, Amber H, Mayon K,    
Morgana F and Jafar A - and for setting high standards with OneNote Lacey D & Esther G 

 
• KS 3 History and RE          of the Week – Libby B Y8 for excellent submissions in both History and RE over 

the last week and great use of OneNote -   Fantastic effort Libby!! 

History & RE Shout Outs 
 

This week has seen MS OneNote being trialled across the 

Department to help pupils collate previous work online, 

make notes and complete tasks during live    lessons. This 

is a fantastic application which enables teachers to review 

the work pupils are creating in real time allowing for in-

stant feedback where necessary.  Some of the work pupils 

have been creating both on and off line continue to im-

press staff across the Department,  examples are included 

in this newsletter.  Keep up the hard work!! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zshtyrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zynp34j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk94jxs
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/4cb62f70-25d5-11e8-997c-45e9415ece8c/section/8a08bb90-25d5-11e8-997c-45e9415ece8c/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/4cb62f70-25d5-11e8-997c-45e9415ece8c/section/8a08bb90-25d5-11e8-997c-45e9415ece8c/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt


**Exciting News** 
We have our first ever leaderboards for Bedrock Vocabulary! 

 Have you made the leaderboard this week? 

Remember to log on to https://app.bedrocklearning.org/ and complete your 2 lessons per week!  

Lessons Completed Leaderboards: 

Students are expected to complete a minimum of two Bedrock Vocabulary lessons per week. They can complete more! The more lessons 
they complete the better their vocabulary will be. 

Congratulations to our Bedrock Champions this week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress Leaderboards: 

Below we can see the amazing progress students have made since starting their Bedrock lessons.  

https://app.bedrocklearning.org/


 

James B—Y9—has been busy making these delicious looking meringues for the 

scouts. Good work James we want to try some when we are all back at school! 

Ellie R—Y11— outstanding quality of 

work        produced in maths live   

lessons, keep up the hard work Ellie 

you’re amazing! 

Lily-Mai C—Y7— for this very         

colourful and creative art competition 

submission, what a lovely message! 

Isobel H —Y7— in  geography pupils are writing 

postcards home from Mombasa (Kenya)           

explaining the opportunities and challenges that 

tourism presents for Kenya— amazing work! 

Amber L, Nathan H,  Lacey 
D, Horthugues M, Steven 
H—Y9—some  fantastic 

work for their first is        
assignment on the uses of 
ultrasound.  Fantastic well 

structured answers keep up 
the good work! 

Harvey N—Y11— Collating work in 

OneNote for GCSE Evidence –     

Excellent work!!  

Ellie R—Y11— Great use of OneNote to 

collate notes for GCSE Evidence during 

lockdown!  



 

Lacey D—Y9—has produced this well structured, well presented piece of work in English while studying Of 

Mice and Men this week, keep up the hard work! 

Zainab A—Y10— for creating this great 

piece of work inspired by Bridget Riley 

for the art Art club challenge! 

Emmanual A—Y7—good lesson 

detail on OneNote, keep it up! 

Libby B—Y8—great inferences in 

OneNote, keep it up! 

Lacey D —Y9—noting details from 

new knowledge on OneNote, keep 

it up! 

Kaisha S —Y10—preparing for   

extended writing on OneNote, keep 

it up! 

 Fayodani A—Y10 —good use of 

OneNote to prepare for extended 

writing! 



 

 

 

This week we have brought back Star of the Week for a very special student.  Esther G in Y9 has attended every live lesson 

and she has produced excellent work consistently whilst working from home. Her work is    always beautifully presented, 

colourful and she self-assesses her answers. She is a role model for every student who attends the Academy, she shows  

excellence, pride and ambition every single day! —Miss Firth! 

Miss Firth and lots of other teachers in the academy are so proud of you, you are a credit to your year group and the     

academy.  We have shared some of your amazing work below from your teachers.  Keep up the hard work Esther you are 

truly an inspiration. 

 



Y10 

• Excellence — Jorja R nominated by Mrs Biggs for her amazing use of scientific vocabulary and development of her explana-

tions in Biology.   

• Excellence — Kaisha S nominated by Mr Harris for fully engaging and providing valuable feedback.  

• Pride — Jessica A nominated by Mr Church for her great contribution to Chemistry lessons and excellent quality of her an-

swers.  

• Ambition— Katie G nominated by Mr Nisar, Mrs Head and Mr Saville! Consistent hard work across a number of subjects.   

Hi Y10. Well done for the big improvements in engagement in the last week (except snow day!). I know these last 5 weeks have 
seemed to be a big Deja Vu; same pattern, every day - but you are doing so well! if anyone wants to talk about how they're feeling or 
to discuss any concerns please let me know. I know it's easy to say, but after all this is done you will have built skills and characteris-

tics that will stay with you for a long time. Skills such as resilience, self-motivation, time management, and even using Microsoft 
Teams! Don't forget to get out and do your daily exercise and take in some fresh air. And there's always the extra-curricular clubs to 

break up your afternoons. You make me so proud! Mrs Biggs   

Y7 

• Excellence, Pride, Ambition  — a massive shout out to all the below students who have attended 100% of lessons, keep up the 

hard work we are very proud: 

 Jacek K, Adedunni A, Mohamed A, Lauren G, Abdul RO, Leo I, Bailey C, Talal M, Bukhari HA, Ewan B, Ella B, Aiham G, Grace B, 

 Amy S, Isobel H, Emmanuel A, Junior R, Enitisar A, Mia H, Grace T, Mortimer B-S, Harley S, Ruth D, Joshua S, Sahhel A,        

 Maximillan L, Sara K, Moise I, Taneisha N, Rylan T, Tyler H, Safa A, Alicia N, Emmy W, Erin R-M, Ethan H, Fiza G, Lillie-Mai C, 

 Moustafa A, Paschal A. 

• Excellence—Kieran W—for contributing amazingly in geography, your work is that good Miss Firth has published some of your 

answers to help other students online. 

• Pride—Isobel H—for her fantastic work in geography. We were writing postcards home from Mombasa (Kenya) explaining the 

opportunities and challenges that tourism presents for Kenya and the piece of work you created was amazing. 

• Ambition—the following students have completed some excellent working in RE keep it up:   

 Isobel H, Taneisha N, Fiza G, Kian P, Ella B, Enitisar A, Safa A, Finley M, Milka, Sadaf 

Y9 

• Excellence, Pride, Ambition  — Morgana, Mohamad, Amber H, Esther, Gisele, Grace L, Horthugues, Jafar, Katie, Nathan, 
Steven. These students are the absolute role models for Y9. They have attended every live lesson since we began our home 
learning and I am so proud of the effort they are putting into their home-schooling education. Well done! Keep up the fantas-
tic work! Miss Firth 

Y8 

• Excellence, Pride, Ambition  — the following pupils for outstanding teacher comments for your amazing work    
during live lesson: Ala’a R, Hanar H, Mercia C, Daisy L, Joshua W, Ruby A, Max K, Kimarley S, Naysa S-M, Madiha H, 
Elisha A, Ella P, Paige G, Abdi A-A, Kartel C, Harry H, Anastasis G-L, Whitney W. 

• Excellence, Pride, Ambition  — for amazing attendance to live lessons all term: Huguette M, Libby B, Max K, Alaa R,    
Alife H, Ammara A, Elisha A, Gabriells H, Kaci F, Waad Osman, Albert Osagie, Ella P, Harry H, Olu Favour A, Riley OK, 
Syed H, Luca C, Chloe W, Chynae BW, Ethan B, Hanar H, Matthew B, Nell T, Bradley M, Chloe D, Michael P,         
Khadija S, Libbi S, Paris S, Weronika C, Leola H, Mollie A, Abdihafid AA, Chloe M, Kimarley S, Anastasis GL 



Y11 

• Excellence — Paige H - has been incredible. Every task I've set since our first Live Lesson she has produced some 

amazing pieces of work for her Comp 3 Exam. Her determination to correct work and ambition to respond to the 

brief has been to a model standard, going that extra mile has put her in a confident position which she needs to be 

proud of. Her efforts won't go unnoticed. From the prep she has done, she will succeed. Mrs Head.  

• Excellence — Abdul L— always working hard and producing some really good work in computing.  

• Pride — Ellie R - for the outstanding quality of work produced from live lessons in Maths.  Keep up the hard work! 

• Ambition— Manzal A & Ali  - both for outstanding engagement in live lessons, keep it up you are amazing! 

• Excellence, Pride, Ambition— Charlotte R, Ali S, Danny R—for always engaging in English lessons and constantly 

sending answers across to myself. Their ideas are well written and they express a deep understanding  of English 

and the intentions of the writer—Mr Briggs 

• Excellence, Pride, Ambition—well done to the following students who have had 100% attendance to every online 

lesson from Wed 27th Jan to Wed 3rd February: 

 

Thomas L, Ali S, Naomi B, Hayley D, Bradley F, Dominika L, Kieran H, Bailey S, Cerys W, Charlotte R,    Mary C,   
Paige H, Haseeb R, Liliane A 

3rd Sarah M—Y8 2nd Mason W—Y10 1st Evie M—Y9 

Performing Arts @ Home every Tuesday—Join through MS Teams 



Each week we are running a staff and student photography competition - students will win a £10 Love to 
Shop voucher and be entered into the overall prize draw (1st, 2nd and 3rd place available) with prizes 
available for each one! 

We have had some amazing entries this week, our running theme is 'THIS IS SHEFFIELD' - focussing on 
what make this city brilliant. The aim is for students to be able to get their daily exercise and find beauty 
in the local area too.  

Photos need to be taken by our students themselves, and can then be emailed to me at                           
Victoria.Hall@sheffieldsprings.org to enter the competition. 

Winning photographs will be shared on twitter and on our website, and a selection of entries (winning or 
not!) will be shared in the newsletter each week. The winners each week will be printed onto canvas for a 
photography gallery when we all return fully to school to celebrate the talent we have. 

Do join in! You don't need a camera - your phone will be just as good! 

 

Enjoy a selection of entries from the first week below. 

 

• Winning image: Oghenetejiri—Y10—Pond in 
the  Sunlight 

• Sara– Y7—Snow Topped Trees 

• Manzal—Y11—School Panorama 

• Zainab—Y10—Fountain 

• Faith—Y9—Norfolk Park in the Snow  

• Corey—Y10—Every cloud has a silver linin 

• Evie—Y10—Sunset over the rooftops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Victoria.Hall@sheffieldsprings.org

